
   
 

   

 

 
 
 
 

     
23 December 2020 

 
Dear Colleague, 
 
COVID-SECURE MEASURES 
 
I would like to inform you of actions taken by the UK Government relating to 
freight transport during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. These actions have 
been taken in response to the current exceptional circumstances, to ensure 
that vital flows of goods can continue to move within the transport system in a 
COVID-secure way. 
 
At the start of this pandemic the UK haulage industry implemented robust 
COVID-secure working practices to keep the haulage industry safe and 
operating between the United Kingdom and the countries across Europe. I 
am really grateful for their efforts. However, in light of the new variant of the 
COVID-19 virus recently identified across the South East of England, and the 
subsequent temporary ban on freight hauliers from England entering France, 
the UK Government is taking decisive steps to minimise the risk of the virus 
transmission. 
 
Firstly, we have published new, bespoke guidance for haulage companies  
and commercial drivers on crossing an international border. The guidance 
communicates clearly the rules and measures that haulage companies and 
drivers should take to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. We are 
working at pace to translate this guidance into different languages and 
welcome your help in sharing both the new guidance  
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-hgv-operators-and-
drivers-crossing-an-international-border)  
(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-for-hgv-drivers-using-
the-port-of-dover-or-eurotunnel) and our local tiering restrictions guidance 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tier-posters-medium-high-and-
very-high) with commercial drivers and haulage companies in your countries, 
so they understand the requirements when they are here.  
 
Secondly, the UK Government has announced an agreement with France to 
re-open the border. The new protocol with the French Government will mean 
all lorry drivers, irrespective of nationality, will require a lateral flow or PCR 
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COVID-19 test carried out in the UK less than 72 hours before embarkation. 
This protocol will be reviewed on 31 December, but could run until a sunset 
date of 6 January. Both tests can detect the new strain of COVID-19 and a 
lateral flow test provides results in around 30 minutes. The French 
government will also carry out sample testing on incoming freight to the UK. 
However, we continue to urge hauliers already in the UK not to travel to Kent 
until further notice as we work to alleviate congestion at ports and set up the 
new testing facilities. 
 
The UK Government is working closely with the haulage industry at home and 
in the rest of Europe, to communicate changes and support the 
implementation of the new measures. I seek your support in working with 
your haulage industry to share our messages and implement this guidance.  
  
I hope we can continue to work together to implement immediate, visible 
COVID-secure operations that will help to ensure the haulage industry can 
operate safely and will help commercial drivers reach their destinations. 
 
Thank you in advance for your on-going co-operation, it is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 Yours ever,  

 
Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP 

 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT 


